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The superfluous officials who had acquired office round about Whitehall were to be removed and not replaced. To-day the position is to all intents and purposes the same. Where character has found its way to office it has lacked imagination, and where scruple has been intended circumstance has demanded cowardice or deceit. Strong men have been sacrificed to save a row, and suicidal measures have been doubtfully glossed over and thrust upon the statute-book. The point of interest has been that these things were inevitable under the over-developed Parliamentary system, and Mr. Baldwin has been forced, against what has always remained his will, to play the party politicians* game. Office without power has often made simplicity and honesty impossible to maintain, and the statesman in imagination has been forced to be the politician in fact.
It is one thing to believe passionately in principle and another to thrust principles upon the parliamentary machine-The routine has become master of the individual and the routine must always increase.   Government offices develop like the Stock Exchanges or any other media for transacting business.  They oSer undoubted advantages from a certain point of view and then become irreplaceable. They become nevertheless a fetter on free action in greater measures. The statesman is always meeting the assertion that you could not very well do without them to-day, and so his darling idea and his capacity for leadership becomes curtailed by the routines.   One illustration of this unnatural growth is the Cabinet Secretariat.   It is one of the legacies of the Lloyd George regime that must last the Parliamentary system to its doom. This is no place to show that it is contrary to the spirit of the constitution, even if it is no more unconstitutional in fact than the development of the House of Commons itself. It is but one illustration of the world of mandarins in which a squire must perish or renounce his individuality. It is the tightness of the system that sets back the statesman with only nominal supporters.